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Welcome team!



WHY YOU ARE HERE
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WHY YOU ARE HERE

Everyone here is 
potentially eligible to 
apply for funding to 
improve your grass 
football pitches if they 
meet the criteria. 

Here’s what we want to 
tell you about today:

New funding available 
for grass pitches

Where this funding 
is coming from

What you can use 
the funding for

What is required from 
you and your club

How we will 
support you How you can apply



THE FOOTBALL FOUNDATION
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FOOTBALL FOUNDATION

The new funding for grass pitches is coming 
from the Football Foundation.
o The Football Foundation is the Premier 

League, The FA and the Government’s 
charity.

o We exist to improve grassroots football 
facilities. 

o The Foundation has invested more than 
£710m of the Partners’ funding over the past 
20 years in to more than 17,000 projects.

o By improving local football facilities, we want 
to get more people involved in football, 
regardless of their background, age or 
ability.

o By unlocking the power of pitches, we 
can help transform the lives of players and 
strengthen communities.



THE STATE OF GRASS PITCHES
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GRASS PITCHES TODAY

Cuts in local authority funding 
have led to a decline in the 
quality of grass pitches in 
England.

Grassroots football clubs tell 
us that pitches are their 
biggest issue.

150,000 matches 
were postponed 

during the last full 
football season

150k

Source: Grassroots Football Survey 2018

Only 1 in 8 grassroots 
clubs are satisfied with 

the quality of their 
grass pitches

1 in 8

Only 1 in 3 grassroots 
pitches are rated as 

‘good’ quality

1 in 3
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THE GRASS PITCH REVOLUTION

We are going to change this through 
a grass pitch revolution.
o Unprecedented investment in grass 

pitches by the Premier League, The 
FA, and the Government through 
their charity, the Football Foundation

o New performance standard for 
monitoring football pitch quality

o Ambition to have 5,000 ‘good’ pitches 
by 2024, as part of the overall aim to 
have 20,000 quality grass pitches up 
and down the country over the next 
10 years



JOIN OUR GRASS PITCH 
REVOLUTION
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WHAT IS AVAILABLE?

o A 10 year maintenance plan to improve 
your pitches

o A 6 year grant, providing up to £2,500 inc. VAT 
for every one of your 11-a-side pitches in the 
first two years and tapered down over six years 
(£2,000 for 9-a-side and £1,500 for Mini 
Soccer pitches)

o Grants available to employ contractors, 
purchase materials and purchase a soil 
sampler
• Separate grants available for pitch 

maintenance equipment and machinery
o Maintenance plan based on the 

recommendations in your PitchPower 
Assessment Report

o Grants are to improve grassroots community 
pitches. Pitches used for Step 1 - 6 are 
ineligible. Pitches in the Regional Feeder 
League (previously Step 7) may be eligible as 
long as the predominant usage is for 
grassroots community teams
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WHAT IS THE AIM OF THE FUNDING?

o Improve and sustain the quality of 
grass football pitches

o The Grounds Management 
Association (GMA) has created a 
new standard for grass pitches

o To bring  a minimum of 20,000 
pitches up to a “Good” standard

Your PitchPower Assessment Report 
will tell you what level your pitches are 
at.

Pitch would be considered very 
good for community football

Pitch meets the standard desired 
for community football

Pitch requires improvement

Pitch requires significant  
improvement

NB. Other standards exist for higher levels of the 
game.

Advanced

Good

Basic

Poor
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WHAT SUPPORT WILL IT HELP PAY FOR?

You can receive a grant to pay for a 
pitch maintenance contractor to 
help you improve your grass pitches 
with enhanced maintenance work.

A 10 year maintenance plan 
determined by the GMA within your 

PitchPower Assessment Report

The Football Foundation will 
award 67% of the total cost 
for the first 6 years of your 

maintenance plan

Grass pitch maintenance
Slitting, Fertiliser

Selective Herbicide,
Scarification, Aeration

Overseeding
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WHAT MATERIALS WILL IT HELP PAY FOR?

If you want to do it yourself, 
you can receive grants to 
support the cost of 
materials.

A Regional Pitch Adviser from the 
GMA will recommend the appropriate 
quantities and product type required 

Grants for grass seed 
and fertiliser

You must have 
qualified personnel to 
carry out the works*

*GMA Level 1 or 
equivalent
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AM I ELIGIBLE? 

Criteria No.1
You have a PitchPower 

Assessment Report

Criteria No.2
You have permission 

to do the work

• You are the freeholder, or:
• You have a 10 year lease / licence, or:
• You have written permission from 

the land owner 

 



Football Foundation — Grass Pitch Revolution

MACHINERY AND SMALL GRANTS ALSO AVAILABLE

You can receive a separate grant of 
up to 75% of the total cost of any 
machinery required to improve 
your pitches.

Machinery and equipment 
requirements will be determined by 
a Regional Pitch Adviser from the 

GMA

Second-hand 
machinery is eligible 

Insuring & safely 
securing the 

machinery is a 
condition of award

Storage container 
eligible for funding
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WHAT CAN BE ACHIEVED?

24% 4%
Number of 
postponed 
matches 
reduced 
from: 

West Kirby 
United FC 
— Pilot —

96 

teams

11 

pitches across 6 
sites under Club, LA 

and Schools 
ownership

£1,800 
per pitch has seen all of the pitches 

go from below to exceeding the 
new Good standard within one 

season



WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP
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WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP

We will help you identify the right 
work needed to improve your pitch

 

We will get you started 
with 100% funding for two 

years, paid in advance 

We are providing new 
tools to make it easy to 

manage the process

You will be responsible 
for providing pitch 

assessments — 2 times 
per year, via PitchPower

You will need to fund the 
maintenance plan to keep 
pitches at GOOD standard 

from year 7 onwards



PITCHPOWER
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PITCHPOWER

o Allows you to input pitch information yourself

o Significantly reduces the time it takes to 
receive the report compared with site visits

o Provides ongoing advice about how to 
improve your pitch

o Works via a combination of photographs 
(site condition and soil sample) and 
information input

o Free to download and use

o User guide and instructional videos on 
Football Foundation website 

o Please ensure you use PitchPower on all 
pitches you want funding for/you maintain

https://footballfoundation.org.uk/pitchpower/how-it-works
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PITCHPOWER

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1QRvPnxrQMrNRPqI8esUNcCIrZM3MxDo7/preview
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PITCHPOWER – THE REPORT

o You’ll need to submit your completed 
inspection before you can apply for any 
funding from the Football Foundation

o The GMA will review the information and 
assess the quality of your pitches

o You’ll receive an assessment report from 
your Regional Pitch Advisor within 21 days 
of submitting your inspection

o The report will provide practical 
recommendations of how you can improve 
the quality of your grass pitches

o Reports are your gateway to funding 



FOOTBALL FOUNDATION 
GROUNDSKEEPING COMMUNITY APP
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CONNECTING THROUGH THE FOOTBALL 
FOUNDATION GROUNDSKEEPING COMMUNITY 
APP

o The Football Foundation 
Groundskeeping Community App is a 
free platform that helps connect you to 
expert grass pitch knowledge and 
support at the touch of a button

o Free to join 

o Access ongoing advice and education 
about pitch maintenance 

o Peer-to-peer advice

o Find specific guidance on season 
extension for 20/21 season
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CONNECTING THROUGH THE APP – 
RENOVATION GUIDANCE (SUMMER 2021)

o Traditional May – Early June renovation 
will be affected

o Flexibility will be key. There may only be 
a short period (if any) between end of 
the 20/21 season and the start of the 
21/22 season 

o This doesn’t mean operations can’t take 
place. You can find guidance on an 
alternative renovation programme here.

o Careful consideration should be given to 
going ahead with capital projects such 
as drainage 

https://footballfoundation.hivelearning.com/card/0597b5c4-0127-408c-9307-ddb72a37a9cc


WHAT’S NEXT?
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MAKE YOUR APPLICATION

2

Ensure you 
can carry out 
the works via 
freehold, 10yr 
lease/licence or 
land owner 
permission

3

Go to the 
Grass Pitch 
Maintenance 
Fund on the 
Football 
Foundation 
website

4

Have your 
PitchPower 
Assessment 
Report ID 
ready 5

Complete 
the online 
application

1

To proceed with 
the application 
you will need a 
PitchPower 
Assessment 
Report and 
security of 
tenure.

https://footballfoundation.org.uk/grant/grass-pitch-maintenance-fund
https://footballfoundation.org.uk/grant/grass-pitch-maintenance-fund
https://footballfoundation.org.uk/grant/grass-pitch-maintenance-fund
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8

Tender and 
procure the 
works

MAKE YOUR APPLICATION

7

You will find out 
if you’re 
successful within 
two weeks for 
grants of less than 
£50k, up to four 
weeks for grants 
in excess 
of £50k

9

Provide 
PitchPower 
inspections 
twice a year6

Funding is 
offered on a 
first come 
first served 
basis

10

Complete your 
funding claim 
annually to the 
Football 
Foundation
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ACCESSING THE 
APPLICATION 

Click here
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ACCESSING THE 
APPLICATION 

Click here
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PITCHPOWER 
ASSESSMENT REPORT ID

Report ID Number
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Football Foundation Presentation Title 33

ACCESSING THE 
APPLICATION 

1. Tick this box

2. Report ID: 
XXXX/3EVGxBO-2oXfx_0L
84AmF8E07DI

XXXX
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Questions
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Thanks for joining us
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